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Cull of confused lamentation, and the king himself shrieked
out, * My son 1 my son!' like a common man. The boy was
soon comforted, the ant having been removed, and the king
blamed the misfortune of his only having one son as the cause
of all his grief. And he askecl the Brahmans in his affliction
if there was any expedient by which he might obtain a large
number of children. They answered him : ; O king, there is
one expedient open to you : you must slay this son and offer
up all his flesh in the fire.1 By smelling the smell of that
sacrifice all thy wives will obtain sons.' When he heard that,
the king had the whole ceremony performed as they directed;
and he obtained as many sons as he had wives. So we can
obtain a son for you also by a burnt-offering." When they
had said this to Dhanadatta, the Brahmans, after a sacrificial
fee had been promised them, performed a sacrifice : then a soa
was born to that merchant. That son was called Guhasena,
and he gradually grew up to man's estate. Then his father
Dhanadatta began to look out for a wife tor him.

Then his father went with that son of his to another
country, on the pretence of traffic, but really to get a
daughter-in-law; there he askecl arx excellent merchant of
the name of Dhamiagupta to give him his daughter named
Devasmita for his son Guhasena. But Dharmagupta, who
was tenderly attached to his (laughter, did not approve of
that connection, reflecting that the city of Tamralipta was
very far off. But when Devasmita beheld that Guhasena, her
mind was immediately attracted by his virtues, and she was
set on abandoning her relations, and so she made an assigna-
tion with him by means of a confidante, and went away from
that country at night with her beloved and his father. When,
they reached Tamralipta they were married, and the minds
of the young couple were (irmly knit together by the bond of
mutual love. Then Guhascna's lather died, and he himself

1 I have already (p, t)8) given cases of child murder with the hopes of
obtaining offspring. I would also draw attention to an article in the Indian
Antiquary for May 1933, " Ritual Murder as a Means of Producing Children "
It consists of cases which came under the personal notice of Sir Richard
Temple when he was Superintendent of the Penal Settlement at Port Blair,
Andaman Islands, between 18!)3-l 8<)6.~N\M,P,